Control and Targeting

A photo story by Nancy Gyes, photos by Marcy Mantell

This story is an outline for fugging, retrieving, and using your toys in agility. For each segment you need to think
about how to expand on the process; for example, | show you how to set up a short “dead-toy" retrieve,
which you will want to expand on until you can send your dog a longer distance. In the two-toy jump game,
expand the game unfil you have three jumps in a row so you are practicing finish-line skills. Build on the 180
jump drill until you can throw your toy to the finish line and run a whole course on your way fo the tfoy. Once
you have confrol of your toys around agility obstacles, there is no end to the fun fraining games you can create!

If you need to tell your dog, “NO! Leave it" when placing the toy, then you're moving oo quickly through the incre-
mental steps of toy-control training. Only move on once your dog happily lets you place the toy and won't cheat by
going to the toy before directed to do so. Using threats or corrections defeats the purpose of the exercise. =&
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Target your weaves.

Nancy Gyes and her husband Jim Basic run Power Paws Agility in San Jose, California. Nancy has been the AKC World Team Coach since 2006 and has been on the
AKC World Team herself seven times: four times with Scud and three with Riot. Nancy and Riot earned both a 1st and 2nd place in Individual Agility at the FCI Agility
World Championships. Nancy won the USDAA Grand Prix Finals four years in a row with three different dogs: Scud, Riot, and Wicked. Nancy and Wicked were also on
the winning team at a Dog Agility Masters championship. Nancy and Riot were the 24" AKC National champions twice, and Ace was second in the Championships in
2012. Nancy and Ace represented the USA at the European Open five times and they were the first US duo to make it to the podium, earning a bronze medal in 2011.
Nancy shares her life with four Border Collies aged 13 to 2 years. Contact Nancy at www.powerpawsagility.com where you can also view articles and videos.
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